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Interview with Bober? ecetien, 
United States Ambassaddér to Scuador 


Pursuant to your instructions, I interviewed tir. Robert Scotten, 
the Arerican Ambassador to Ecuador, upon the occasion of my visit to Ecuador 
on July 28, 1946. I outlined in detail to Mr. Scotten the Bureau's position 
with regard to foreign intelligence and the fact that the CIG had been set 
up to coordinate all foreisn intelligence work. I explained to him that apparently 
upon the desire and recommormation of Genoral Vandenberg, present Director of the 
CIG, it had been decided by the NIA ard by the President that the CIG vould establish 
its own operating goup ani vould supplant the FRI in Latin America. 


lx, Scotten, it will be recalled, has in the past been a very strong and 
outspoken advocate of the TSI continuing its Latin American intelligence provran. 
He expressed dismay ani amazement, stating that he simply could not understand why 
any such decision vas mad regardless of who recommended it or vho was in favor of 
it. He exoressed resentment that any such decision was mace before a check on the 
part of the responsible officials was maae with Anerican Ambassadors since the opinions 
of the Ambassadors should have certainly carried considerable weight in deciding 
whether the FEI should continue or whether sone other group should come in to carry 
on the work, He vas very outspeken in expressing doubt that the CIG would have 
any hope of success and expressed the firm conviction that even should the CIG 
eventually succeed in estadlishing some reasonable degree of efficient coverarse, it 


_ would inevitably mean a loss of efficiency ani a loss of wluable service to the United 
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States Goverment during the period when the CIG was getting itself established, 
which would require in the opinion of Ambassador Scotten a psricd of several years. 


The Ambassador inquired as to the CIG's plans of operation, including thoir 
plan for recruiting personnel, etc., and he vas advised that the Bureau is not 
avare of 2I1G's detailed plans although they do presumably intend to operate in 
American Rubassies abroad. The Ambassador was told I assumed CIG vas nesotiating 
with the State Department concerning these operations ami the matter of securing 
the necessary clearance from the Ambassadors and such clearance as might ba deemed 
necessary from the local governments. I explained to him that I did not know 
their plans for recruiting personnel except that some inquiry vas made as to whether 
the Eureau vould be acreeable to an absorption of Bureau personnel, and that in 
response to this inguiry you had indicated definitely that the Bureau vould not 
agree to any absorption of its personnel inasmuch as the sureau needs its personnel 
and will naturally utilise samo in connection vith its very heavy ami pressing re- - 
sponsibilities, intelligence and otherwise, in the domestic field. The Amoassador 
stated that he certainly understood the Bureau's position aBD this Matter >, 6 7&9- igs 
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a ANBASSADOR PAWLEY TODAY ADVISED HE DIRECTED > eres oxreif Gust 29 PR 
& FO DIRECTOR SETTING FORTH HIS. COMMENTS ON OUR PRESENT STATUS 


TIME HE WILL CALL, ON DIRECTOR, EISENHOWER, AND PRESTDENT IN LAST. 
EFFORT TO KEEP FeBele tN-LATIN AMERICA. $F THIS CANNOT BE DONE 
HE DESERES THAT TRANSITION PERTOD TO BE MADE LONG ENOUGH TO’ GIVE 
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AND. VANDENBERG THAT F*eBele WAS ONLY ORGANLZATEON TRAINED AND 
“s EQUIPPED JO. HANDLE INTELLIGENCE. THROUGHOUT. CONFERENCE TODAY 
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BACKGROUND: 


CIG has requested that such property that still is available at the , 
Dominican Republic office be preserved and turned over to them dn thé same } 
basis as is being done for. other offices. It will be recalled that our office 
there had already Been instructed to close and to dispose of the property on 
hand. R 


DETAILS: 


By cablegram dated July 350, 1946, the Legal Attache has advised that 
such property that is not being réturned to the Buréau will be available for 
CIG. He has also advised that an inventory of this property will be submitted, 
immediately, and he requested to be advised if the property should be turned , 
over to the Embassy to be held in custody for theYcentral Intelligence Groupe 
It may be noted that CIG has indicated they would not have aman on hand when 
that office closes on August 16. In addition, the Legal Attache has ‘stated 
that the space he presently eecuptes will be available for rent if his office 
closes. 


I.do not believe we should leave our property in tthe custody of. the! 
Embassy to be held for CIG unless they specifically ask us to do so. I 
suggest, therefore, that we ascertain their desires in the matter after 
advising them that the property will be available on the -16th. 


ACTION: 


There is attached hereto a suggested letter. to CIG. There is also 
attached a suggested cablegram to the Dominican Republic office advising va 
the Legal Attache that he will be.-informed of the proper disposition to be Rs 


made- of his inventory. 
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SUBJECT: . 
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Sania 


Ambassador Corrigan of Yeneauela called your office and ir aut 


wastransferred to me in your absence. He stated that he was most anxioys ie igase + 
for the Bureau to reconsider the ouestion of letting Mr. Santoiana Miss ——— 
remain in Venezuela until after the elections, He stated that he felt 

very strongly about this matter, that he was familiar with the Bureau's . : 
position in world intelligence but that he- “considered it extremely “urgent ar 
that Santoiana be kept there a reason of his contact and knowledge of ine 
the Communist elements 
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1 of course, explained to the Ambassador the Bureau's a ee 
position anid. the fact that CIG was taking over this work and that theréfore- 
the Bureau had no other recourse but to. withdraw Mre Santoiana: who ¥ Was. - ee 

wnecoee on other, domestic assignments. ae ee 


_ ee 


Cele Ol Li 


Mrs Corrigan asked that his equate be ‘cak'ted to the. : 
Directorts attention. He stated that he would be at the State Be pertaant 7 ne 
me rest of this week in Room. 195, Extension 2681. 
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PERSONAL HISTORY STATEMENT 


‘ Instructions: 1. Answer all questions completely. If question does not apply write “not applicable.” 
Write “unknown” only if you do not know the answer and cannot obtain the answer 
from personal records. Use a separate sheet for extra details on any question or 
questions for which you do not{have sufficient room. 

. 2. Attach 2 recent DRSsporN size pictures to this form, date taken. written on the- back 
en 4, of each. oe 
3. Type, print or write carefully; ilegible o or incomplete foun will not Dey consid- 
eration. “i 
HAVE YOU READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE INSTRUCTIONS? .......... es ; 
: Yes or No “ 
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SEC. 1. PERSONAL BACKGROUND 
Miss 
A. FULL NAME a Sigavartvaltg xiabe ie Stsavacate. onan tr oielterahesd: Sis vei es Weve esesopelgr ara @aaralsipla este acer TELEPHONE .................. 
PRESENT ADDRESS ....0.0.00000ccecceecceccengeedeceseeeeeeceeesneaes N ccadhabteaine didnt ien ts ses eee 
7 8t. & No. City State Country 
LEGAL RESUDENGE) ooieo5i/ sch csersid og Sina secre Rice Sk G6 woe Ashe Wi fe. we Sie ese Devel gal hele SEM Ve er Be ead OU eter ey asm aehuare ete 
St. & No City State Country 
B. NICKNAME ................ imlaheeciealieeetsens ANY OTHER NAMES THAT YOU HAVE USED ........... 
both vaya fava lahat vitnayd ds Bede hye ds Shay esa Merten oes ave UNDER: WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE YOU EVER USED THESE 
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HOW MANY OTHER U.S. PASSPORTS HAVE YOU HAD?......... GIVE APPROXIMATE DATES: 
PASSPORTS OF OTHER NATIONS? ......:......04- ee ees i eacyebnes eivenda ise setheant oS 


F. IF BORN OUTSIDE U.S. WHEN DID YOU FIRST ARRIVE IN THIS COUNTRY? hevenegmseie te atiiasge. | 
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SEC. 3. FATHER (Give the same information for Step-father and/or guardian on a separate sheet) .. ~ 
First 777°"! Middle bast.” pe 
_ LIVING OR DECEASED .............00.ee eee DATE OF DECEASE ............. we. CAUSE: ....", 


PRESENT, OR LAST, ADDRESS .............. Asia Sena retin Nae eae ANA eae: sy sangha tMise nei eens 
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SEC. 6. MARITAL STATUS 
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OCCUPATION 
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‘SEC. 18. NAMES OF 5 PERSONS’ WHO KNOW YOU SOCIALLY IN THE UNITED STATES. NOT REFER- 
ENCES OR EMPLOYERS—(Give business addresses where possible) 
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St. &s No Clty State 
NAME aie che ced tic alee eee ke: ADDRESS oes used ote see selena eee 
° Bt. & No Ctty State 
SEC. 15. EDUCATION 
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SEC. 20. FINANCIAL BACKGROUND (Cont'd) 


GIVE three CREDIT REFERENCES — IN THE U.S. 


SEC. 21. CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF EMPLOYMENT FOR PAST 10 ‘YEARS. INCLUDE CASUAL 
EMPLOYMENT. INCLUDE ALSO PERIODS OF UNEMPLOYMENT. ‘GIVE ADDRESS AND STATE 
WHAT YOU DID DURING PERIODS OF UNEMPLOYMENT. INCLUDE LAST 5 POSITIONS AND 
COVER AT LEAST 10 YEARS ; 
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REACTION OF UNITED STATES AMBASSADORS TO 
| ’ THE TAKING OVER BY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
: - GROUP OF INTELLIGENCE COVERAGE IN LATIN AMERICA 


The United States Ambassadors in Latin America have expressed 
extreme apprehension in coméction with the current plans to replace and 
supplant FBI intelligence operations in Latin America with the CIG organi- 
| zation. The Ambassadors have based their concern and opposition to this 

change on the fact that the FBI has securely established itself.over a 
period of. years in Latin America, is performing a good job, and any change 
Will result in loss of efficiency and smoothness in operation due to the 
inexperience of the new organization. The oldest in point of’ service and 
most experienced Ambassadors, such as Ambassadors Walter Thurston in Mexico, 
Frank P, Corrigan in Venezuela, Claude G. Bowers in Chile, John C. Wiley in 
Colombia, and George S. Messersmith'in Argentina, have been especially out~ 
spoken in their opposition tothe change because of the abové-stated reasons 
and have also stated that cessation of FBI operations would have a seriously 
detrimental effect on the work of each United States Embassy due to the 
loss of important information that is inevitable incidental to a new agency 
hig establishing itself in the intelligence field, These Ambassadors have stated 
that the Central Intelligence Group could not hope to attain the level of 
efficiency and productiveness accomplished by the FBI in less than several 
‘years, if ever. 


Such Ambassadors as goseph Flack of Bolivia, Robert Me Scotten 
of Ecuador, Willard Le Beaulac of Paraguay, William D. Pawley of Brazil, 


Wiley of Colombia, and Bowers of Chile expressed amazement and concern that 
such a radical ‘change, which would gravely affect their work, should be 
b made without consultation with the United States Ambassadors who, due to 
their experience in this field and their necessary reliance on such work, : 
should have been consulted. 3 
: i 
; | 
{ 


{11 of the Ambassadors have remarked upon the extreme importance 

of coordination by the United States intelligence agency with the Embassy 

; : and have pointed out that the FBI has cooperated most effectively in this 

E regarde They all expressed opposition to any change because-a new agency, 
they felt, would not be inclined to the same cooperation with the Ambassador 
' and the Bubassy generally. Several of the Ambassadors pointed out that they 

had originally opposed the FBI or any other organization entering into the 

foreign intelligence field, particularly by utilizing Embassy facilities, 
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ENCLOSURE 


but that the outstanding success of the FBI in effecting close cooperation 
with the Embassy to the mutual benefit of all concerned had convinced them 
that the FBI was essential and was the only agency which could successfully 


sata in the foreign intelligence field to the satisfaction of all com 
cerned. ; 


A number of the Ambassadors expressed apprehension as to possible 
danger of embarrassment because of resentment of local governments con- 
cerning any change in connection with the intelligence interests of the 
United States Government. The Ambassadors pointed out that practically all 
of the Latin American countries have given some kind of clearance to, the 
work that is now being performed and that no embarrassment has ever resulted 
during the several years of operation. by the FBI, The Ambassadors, particularly. 
Scotten in Ecuador, Edwin Kyle in Guatemala, R. Henry Norweb in Guba, Thurston 
in Mexico, Corrigan in Venezuela, Pawley in Brazil, Bowers in Chile, and 
Beaulac in Paraguay, have expressed a high degrée of satisfaction with the 
police liaison arrangements which have been openly arranged with Latin 
American authorities by the FBI. Such police liaison arrangements have been 
effected with a majority of the Latin American countries. The Ambassadors 
are particularly interested in the FBI maintaining this police liaison as. 

a part of the general intelligence program of the United States"Govermment — 
due to the importance of counterintelligence which can be most éffectively 
handled through such arrangements. The Ambassadors were concerned that the 
new Central Intelligence Agency would probably not be able to effect such 
arrangements or to operate in cooperation with the local governments and, 
therefore, must necessarily operate completely clandestine and under cover 
with the resultant loss of efficiency and productiveness amd the constant 
hazard: of embarrassment to the United States Government through discovery 
of their activities. ; . . 


J 


‘Ambassador Beaulac of Paraguay and Counselor Hugh Millard of the 
Chilean Embassy both vigorously opposed the change from the FBI to the 
GIG because of their experience with the Office of Strategic Services in 
the Iberian Peninsula during the war as contrasted to their experience with 
the FBI in Latin America, They felt that the new organization, that is 
the. Central Intelligence Group, would operate similarly to the Office of 
Strategic Services with a resultant loss in efficiency ami necessary em= 
barrassing incidents, as well as having a non-cooperative attitude. towards 
the Ambassador and the: Embassy. 

Ambassadors Norweb in Cuba, Messersmith in Argentina, Pawley in 
Brazil, and Bowers in Chile have expressed themselves as béing particularly 
opposed to the new Central Intelligence Group because they feel this organi- 
zation cannot help but be domimated by the United States Army. They pointed 
out that this would be most undesirable, particularly in Latin America 
where the type of intelligence desired and available is not along the lines 
of military secrets but along the lines of subversive activities, such as 
coverage. of Communist and other groups which are potentially, if not 
actively, dangerous to the interests of the United States Government. 
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